Independent Owner-Operators benefit from
new trailer flooring solution
Before WISA-TopGrip Evo2
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Small independent owner-operators, who operate domestically with less than five trucks or semitrailers and few additional drivers, are especially limited by their fleet’s size as well as the operational
cost for each truck. In a test done by trans aktuell,3 which tracked seven vehicles over a period of
two and a half years, the annual average total cost of operation (TCO) per truck was €165 000.4
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For independent owner-operators, one way to increase profit is to cut costs. In the trucking industry,
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safe work practices cannot be sacrificed in order to save a few cents. Trucking companies of any size

thousands yearly.

make safety a priority. Safety concerns take an even bigger significance for small owner-operators.
They may not have a quick remedy to replace employees who are injured. They might also be more
vulnerable to financial challenges if assigned loads are not delivered on time.

A safe and cost-effective alternative
One of the riskiest situations for trucking companies happens when cargo is being loaded and secured.
Together with the ratchet strap, one of the most common solutions to secure cargo is the manually installed anti-slip
or friction mat but it exposes personnel to several risks. They could fall off the trailer while installing it or risk having
a part of their clothing or body caught under the cargo.
While using anti-slip or friction mats with ratchet straps is a popular option for making sure that heavy loads are
secured properly during transport, there are many downsides to using them, apart from the safety risks already
mentioned. Anti-slip mats have a fairly short lifespan and need to be replaced constantly. Considering that antislip mats cost about €0.50, each truck load can cost a business owner between €15 to €20, not to mention the
added time cost from inefficient loading and unloading. For purposes of calculation, assuming a small business
runs only two tractor trailer trucks three times per week, this translates to an annual cost for both mats and labour
of between €5 000 to €6 000, or about €17 000 per truck over six years.5
A new cargo securing solution helps make loading more efficient, saving small owner-operators both time and
money. Using WISA-TopGrip Evo2 trailer flooring saves an average of between 5 to 15 minutes per load. In
addition, using WISA-TopGrip Evo2 saves the company from spending up to €6 000 on friction mats and labour
annually for each truck.6
The second generation WISA-TopGrip Evo2 trailer flooring has performed excellently in laboratory testing
measuring its friction coefficient when used with paper reels, EPAL pallets and gitter boxes.7 In test situations, which
included testing WISA-TopGrip Evo2 floors against extreme loads, the floors showed no sign of damage even
after a year of use.8 Most importantly, installing WISA-TopGrip Evo2 trailer flooring instead of using friction mats
minimises the accident risks that trucking personnel are exposed to.
Independent owner-operators and small trucking companies stand to save thousands of euros in materials and
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labour by replacing disposable friction mats with WISA-TopGrip Evo2.

